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OF THE

OF THE

TOWN OF PARIS
For the Year 1863-4.

ANNUAL

REPORTS

OF THE

SELECTMEN,

OF THE

TOWN OF PARIS
For the Year 1863-4.

PARIS, MAINE:
W. A. PIDGIN & CO., PRINTERS.
1864

Selectmen’s Titjjorl.
In compliance with a vote of the town, the Annual Report of its
expenditures and finances, is hereby submitted, in printed form :
RESOURCES.
Cash voted for support of Poor, and other town
charges,
$1200 00
Cash received by way of highway tax,
289 54
----------- $1189 54
EXPENDITURES.
Support of Poor off from Town Farm.
Paid for Medical attendance,
$5 50
Paid Insane Hospital for support of Mark F. Rawson, 92 47
Paid Dixfield and others, for support of P. M. Warren, 52 28
Paid Minot, for support of Charles McKenney,
8 93
Paid Mrs. Edwin Pratt,
6 25
Paid Mrs. Whitman, and rent,
16 83
Paid Minot, and other expenses of Jairus Chipman, 46 00
Paid sickness and burial expenses of Amanda Bryant, 15 75
Paid Mrs. Bryant, rent, &c ,
18 75
Paid for removal and settlement of bills,
14 20
Paid for Mrs. Thompson,
1 25
------------ 27S 16
Lawsuits.
Benson vs. Paris.
Paid execution and costs,
$81 24
Paid A. Black, as counsel,
38 00
Paid witnesses,
14 56
------------ 128 80
Waterford vs. Paris.
Paid execution and costs,
199 51
Paid Waterford for support of Mrs. Ellen McCollister,
36838
Paid Witnesses,
5252
Paid A. Black as counsel,
8000
Paid W. W. Virgin as assistant counsel,
2500
Paid Clerk, for copies,
500
Paid for settling bills and removing to farm,
6 00

$733 41
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Town Officers’ Bills,
Paid Moderator,
Paid Town Clerk,
•
Paid Town Treasurer,
Paid Town Agent,
Paid 0. C. Bolster, j
Paid II. O. Tuell, > Selectmen,
Paid S. P. Maxim. )
Paid Collector of Taxes,
Paid Charles Russell, )
Paid S. P. Maxim, >S. S. Committee,
Paid T. Hersey,
)

$3 00
5 00
25 00
20 00
55 50
47 50
65 00
98 07
28 60
27 00.
24 50
----------- $399 07
Surveyors’ dereliction of duty.
Paid Wm. C. Witham, injury done to ox, in James
Penley’s district,
$10 00
Paid Wm. Wardwell, damage done to wagon, in
Wm. It. Morse’s district,
5 50
----------- $15 50i
State Aid.
Paid for disbursing State Aid and making return of
same to State,
$21 00,
Bounties.
Paid (or collecting and paying bounties to soldiers,
25 5ft
New Road—West Paris.
Paid for building same,
$254 55.
Roads and Bridges.
Cash paid and orders drawn for repair of roads and bridges, $512 00
Amount of expenditures,
Balance against the town,

$2370 89
$881 3a

It w’ill be seen by the expenditures that the settlement of large bills
has devolved on us, justly chargable to preceding years, viz.:
Half the bill paid Dixfield accrued prior to March 1, 1863,
2600
The Benson bridge ease,
12880
The Waterford Case,
73641
Amounting to
$89121
For which small provisions were made in the form of “ resources.”
Extensive damage to roads and bridges, have also rendered a large
drain on the Treasury unavoidable, even to make them passable.
The new road at West Paris, was left optional with us, “to build
W
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or not,” this year. In order to secure the donation of $35 00 from
inhabitants of Woodstock, we decided to build said road the past sea
son, believing it could be done as cheap, if not cheaper than another,
and saving the donation beside.
Bounty Money to Soldiers.
Cash paid as bounty voted by town in 1862,
$8020 00
Interest on same to present time, about
700 00
----------- 8720 00
Paid to cancel same,
2155 00
Paid to cancel interest,
231 10
----------- 2386 10
Balance against the town,
Paid, by vote of town, to soldiers as bounty in 1868,

6333 90
$13,500 00

Present indebtedness of town for bounties,
$19,833 90
At our last annual town meeting, $3000 wasraised, and it may be
advisable not to exceed that sum at least, at the next meeting, for the
following reasons: The State may assume at no distant day, a part,
at least, of our indebtedness for bounties; and 2d, our State Tax the
present year amounted to $2400, and the coming year will undoubt
edly amount to twice that sum. Our County Tax will probably be
considerably less the coming year.
State Aid.
Amount of State Aid disbursed,
1490 26
Treasurer.
We have this day, Feb. 17, settled with the Treasurer, and find
Cash on hand,
$265 11
Due on Collector’s bills, 1862,
70 16
Due
“
“ 1863,
3822 16
----------- 4,157 43
Town Liquor Agency.
To the Selectmen:
The undersigned, agent for the sale of liquors in the town of Paris
for the year ending February 15-, 1864, presents the following report:
S. D. Weeks, Town Agent, Dr.
Feb. 14, 1863. To liquors on hand,
72 08
“
“ To cash on hand,
52 19
To liquors rec’d and profits charged, 540 27
----------- $664 54
Ci:.
By paid for liquors, freight, U. S. License, &c.,
480 59
By liquors on hand,
108 41
By cash on hand,
75 54

$664 54
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Town Farm.
We visited the town farm. the tenth of February, and found the
following personal property :
2 oxen,
200 bushels potatoes.
6 cows,
10 bushels turnips and carrots.
2 1-2 barrels pork.
6 two-years-olds.
4 one-year-olds,
1 barrel beef.
3 shoa’ts.
10 lbs. butter.
28 fowls.
20 lbs. candles.
60 bushels com.
20 lbs. dried apple.
20 bushels wheat.
21 bushels wheat and oats.
53 bushels oats.
1-2 bushel mixed grass seed.
8 bushels beans.
$4 00 worth of groceries.
A new plow and chain that was purchased to build the West Paris
road, have been added to the farming tools, rendering them worth at
least as much as they were a year ago. A larger quantity of hay than
last year at this time, and considered amply sufficient to winter out
the stock.
Expenses of farm—
Paid for overseeing farm,
labor,
store bills,
grass seed,
seed wheat,
blacksmith’s bills,
medical attendance,
yoke,
wool,
stock,
plow and chain,
Receipts of farm—
Cash received for stock,
for produce,
for labor done off from farm,
Balance in favor of town,

$15000
59109000
800
800
659
712
75'
100
26 00
14 00
----------- 370 56
210 00
159 41
31 50
-----------

400 91
$30 35

Highway Tax.
According to the vote of the town, tax-payers have the privilege of
paying their highway tax in money, 50 cents on the dollar. In estab
lishing the rate per cent, it always calls out special pleading in behalf
of the laboring man, and vice versa, in behalf of the town. One side
contending that a low rate does great injustice, while the other, that

f
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no injustice is done, because all have the same privilege; and that a
rate below the cash value of labor, will secure more money to the
town—that the village districts do not need all their tax expended on
their roads, and the money can be expended on the back districts,
where there is a deficiency. Now what is the practical working of
this plan ? Fifty cents on the dollar is one-half. Ten hours per day
at the usual rates, amounts to $1,25. The laboring man, then, works
out $1,25 of his road tax, that 62 1-2 cents cash would pay,-—in other
words he works for 62 1-2 cents and finds himself.
Suppose he pays in to the surveyor the fifty per centum and works
for him. For $1,25 a day he works out $2,50 of his road tax. No
injustice is done to any one, but the Treasury does not seem to be
enriched by the operation.
It would be passing strange if this was not the rule rather than the
exception. Last year $93 00 was received by highway tax: this
year, $289,54, while $500 have unavoidably been drawn from the
Treasury to repair roads and bridges.
It may be supposed that in some districts some of the highway cash
slipped out before it reached the treasury, while in others the letter
of the law was complied with, the money paid in, and immediately
drawn out. It will be perceived that the cash reported paid in, when
considered as a surplus revenue, dwindles to a very insignificant sum.
Now we venture to suggest that one-half of our usual amount voted
for repairs of roads and bridges be added to the money tax. This
would save an extra assessment. An examination of the record of
“ orders drawn” will determine very nearly what sums ought to be
allotted to different localities, and the surplus districts will supply the
deficiency that the town now furnishes by “ orders drawn”.
Every tax-payer, be he laboring man or capitalist, will understand
that in addition to his road tax there is an item in his money tax to
meet “ orders drawn,” which with a proper distribution of the funds,
could be obviated. There may be objections to putting money in the
Surveyor’s hands to be expended by him, but this is not necessarily
objectionable. But practically the surveyor now, is entrusted with
the money in a round-about way, and the surveyors are few, even
among those that now allow ten men to ride out their tax on the sled,
who would have the hardihood to hire them to do the same.
Practically, we suggest no innovation on the present usage; and we
ask, is it not better to take a straight-forward, practical course rath
er than retain this round-about, out-of-tlie-pocket system?
Respectfully submitted,
4
O. C. BOLSTER, j) Selectmen
II. O. TUELL,
►
of
S. P. MAXIM, ') Paris.

The Annual Roport, of the Public Schools of Paris, is hereby
submitted.
DISTRICT NO. 1.

(Bolster District.)

Daniel K. IIill, Agent.
School visited June 6 and July 3d. Length of School 6 weeks;
number of scholars in district, 23; number registered, 21; aver
age attendance 15.
Teacher—Mary J. Murch; wages per week, $1,25; board,
$1,00.
This was her first attempt at teaching, but she succeeded to the
satisfaction of all. Being well qualified intellectually she soon
won the respect and love of all her pupils by her kindness. With
experience she will make a superior teacher.
Winter term—visited school Dec. 9; length of school, 11 weeks ;
number of scholars registered, 19 ; average attendance 1G.
Teacher—D. S. Sanborn; first school, wages $12,00; board,
$1,50 per week. Mr. Sanborn, although without experience,
brought to his aid judgment and ability ; with these he succeeded,and u-ill succeed.
DISTRICT NO. II. (South Paris.)
G. W. Cushman, Agent.
Primary school visited June 5 and Aug. G; length of school, 12
weeks; number of scholars in district, 241; number registered,
52 ; average attendance 38.
Teacher—Maria Saunders; taught 11 schools before this. Wa
ges, $2,75 per week; board, $1,25.
t»
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Winter term (Primary)—School visited Jan. and Feb. 1; length
of school, 12 weeks ; registered, ; number, average,
Teacher—Miss Maria Saunders.
Few are aware, unless they have had the trial, how much labor
and patience it costs a teacher to govern a school of fifty scholars,
where none of them are eight years of age; and yet Miss Saunders
has succeeded in managing this department with a good degree of
success.
Intermediate school visited June 5 and Aug. 13; length of
school, 12 weeks ; number registered, 45 ; average attendance 38.
Teacher—Miss Mary E. Webber; taught 9 schools; wages, $3,25; board, 31,25.
Miss Webber is decidedly a good teacher. She infuses the same
promptness and life into her scholars that are visible in all her
movements. She deals with the obstinate with a kind yet a firm
hand.
Winter term (Intermediate)—school visited Dec. and Feb. 1;
number of scholars, 46 ; average attendance 41.
Teacher—Miss Julia 0. White; length of school 12 weeks;
wages, 83,75 per week; board, 81,75.
Grammer Department (Summer)—school visited June 5, Aug.
15 ; number of scholars registered, 45 ; number, average, 35.
Teacher—Miss Julia 0. White; wages, 84,00; board, 81,25.
Miss White, the past two terms, has fully sustained her reputa
tion as a first class teacher.
Grammar Department (Winter)—school visited at various times;
length of school, 12 weeks; number registered, 71; average at
tendance 55.
Teacher—Webster Woodbury; taught 6 terms before this;
wages, $30; board, $2,50 per week.
Mr. Woodbury is not the man who rules with a rod of iron, yet
he secures the most perfect obedience to his regulations. He se
cures prompt attendence, and is a laborious, faithful teacher,
sparing no pains for the good of his scholars.
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DISTRICT NO. III.

(Webber District.)

Ansel G. Dudley, Agent.
School visited June 5 ; length of school, 10 weeks ; number of
scholars in district, 37; registered, 27 ; average 21.
Teacher—Eliza A. Swift; taught two terms; wages, §2,00;
board, $1,00.
Miss Swift makes no ostentatious show, but pursues a quiet,
dignified course that commands the respect and obedience of her
scholars.
DISTRICT NO. IV. (Bisco.)
Leonard Young, Agent.
School visited June 5 ; length of school, 7 weeks; number of
scholars, 40 ; registered, 18 ; average 16.
Teacher—Lorenda C. Young; taught two terms before; wages,
$1,75; board, 75.
Miss Young, though in her home district, secured the love and
obedience of her pupils, and theirprogress considered highly satis
factory.
Winter term—school visited Dec. 8, Jan. 26; length of term,
— weeks; registered. — ; average, —.
Teacher—Joseph II. Morse; wages per month,—; board, —.
We regard Mr. Morse as one of our best teachers. Order and
system in everything complete, with thoroughness in all the stud
ies pursued. Particular attention given to reading and spelling.
DISTRICT NO. V. (Highstreet District.)
Henry Porter, Agent.
School visited June 5 and Aug. 13 ; length of school, 12 weeks ;
whole number of scholars in the district, 59 ; whole number regis
tered, 36 ; average attendance 27.
Teacher—Jane M. Briggs; taught three terms before this; wa
ges, $7,00 a month ; board, 75 cents per week.
The discipline of the school and deportment of the scholars were
good, and the improvement satisfactory.
Winter term—visited Dec. 17 and Feb. 8.

♦
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Teacher—Otis B. Rawson; taught sis terms before this; wa
ges, $21,00 a month ; board, $1,00 per week.
This is the fourth term that Mr. Rawson has taught this school,
and we think it a sufficient commendation of his success to recom
mend to the district to secure his services for another winter.
DISTRICT NO. VI. (West Paris.)
George Berry, Agent.
School visited May 27,. June 3, 15, and Sept. 25 ; length of
school, 14 weeks; number of scholars in district, 90; registered,
61; average, 53.
Teacher—S. Anna Heath; taught eight terms; wages, $2,50;
board, $1,37.
Miss Heath secures the obedience and good behavior of her
school. There was an evident want of thoroughness, although no
lack of show. A certain routine of questions seemed to be the
stock in trade. To the casual observer the school would be char
acterized as prompt and efficient.
Winter term—school visited Nov. 30 and Jan 26; length of
school, 12 weeks; scholars registered, 67 ; average attendance 51.
Teacher—A. Fitzroy Chase; taught five terms before this; wa
ges, $100,00 for 12 weeks; board $1,70.
This was Mr. Chase’s third term in this school. An unflag
ging interest was sustained to its close. One evidence of this, is
found in the fact, that 19 scholars were not tardy during the term.
This we do not hesitate to class among the disciplined schools of
Paris. Analysis was one chief characteristic in the instruction,
which means simply a thorough understanding of the subject. As
an illustration, we introduce an exercise of one of the scholars in
the Common School Arithmetic, Page 247, Problem 10.
If it will take 6 men 16 days, it will take 1 man 6 times as
many days ; this being when he works 9 hours a day. If he work
but 1 hour a day it will take him 9 times as many days. This be
ing when the wall is 20 feet long. If it be 1 foot long it will take
him 1-20 as many days. This being when the wall is 6 feet high.
If it be 1 foot high it will take 1-6 as many days. This being
when the wall is 4 feet thick. If it be 1 foot thick it will take
1-4 as many days. Therefore to build a wall 1 foot long, 1 foot
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high, and 1 foot thick it will take 1 man, working 1 hour a day,
1-4 of 1-6 of 1-20 of 9x6x16 days. If he work 16 hours a day it
will take him but 1-16 as many days.
If 24 men work it will require but 1-24 as many days. If the
wall be 200 feet long it will take 200 times as many days. If the
wall be 16 feet high it will take 16 times as many days. If the
wall be 6 feet thick it will take 6 times as many days. Therefore,
to build a wall 200 feet long, 16 feet hi<rh and 6 feet thick it
will take 24 men, working 16 hours a day, 6x16x200x1-24 of
1-16 of 1-4 of 1-6 of 1-20 of 9x6x16 days. Cancelling, the an
swer, 90 days, is obtained.
DISTRICT NO. VII.

(Hall District.)

Ethel Bompcs, Agent.
School visited June 29, Sept. 25. Length of school, 10 weeks.
Number of scholars in the dist. 24, registered, 18. Average 11.
Teacher^-Clara O. Foster; taught two terms; wages 1,50;
Board given. Miss Foster kept a profitableschool.
Winter, Teacher, George W. Bumpus. Number of scholars,
20; average 17; wages 18,00; board given. Mr. Bumpus by
experience may become a good teacher, but he must arouse him
self to the dignity of his calling.
DISTRICT NO. VIII.

(King District.)

Charles II. Durell, Agent.
Teacher—Miss Hannah O. Kimball. This teacher has had
much experience in teaching, and the school received the advan
tage of that experience. Quiet and order reigned, and the school
progressed finely.
Winter Term—School visited Jan 16, Feb. 19. Scholars in
attendance 31; Length of School, 8 weeks; Scholars Registered
40; Average 31; Teacher, Jas. Frank Holland, taught 3 terms
before this. Wages 25,00. This school is sufficiently shrewd to
understand it is for their interest to establish a good reputation.
An observer cannot fail to notice that this school is acting on a
mutual, combined plan to come out “ A. No. 1 ” and we shall miss
our guess, if they do not succeed. (There are several No l’s.)
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DISTRICT NO. IX. (Hill District.)
Simeon Cummings, Agent.
Summer Term—School visited June 17, Aug. 7, and 14 ; length
of school 12 weeks; Number of scholars 143 ; Number register
ed, 35 ; average 24. Teacher, Miss Sarah E. Hewett (upper de
partment.) Taught 6 terms before this; wages $12 per month ;
Board per week, $1,75. Miss Hewett secured good government
in the school, and system and order in all her regulations.
Primary Department—School visited June 27, Aug. 7 ; length
of school 12 weeks; Number of scholars registered, 41; Average
attendance 31; Teacher, Miss Charlotte B. Andrews; taught one
term before this. Wages $12 per month; Board per week $1,50.
The reading and recitations in this department were characterized
by promptness and accuracy. No drawling, and mouthing the
words, as is too often the ease among little readers.
Winter term—(Upper Department,) School visited Jan. 13,
and Feb. 1; Length of term 12 Weeks ; Number of scholars reg
istered 49; Average attendance about 35 ; Present at visits 40,
36; Teacher John R. Hutchinson—taught 9 terms; Wages $26
per month ; Board per week $2,25.
At the first visit this school numbered at nine o’clock 20, at ten
o’clock 34, and at eleven o’clock 40. This tardiness, the teacher
informed us, was an extreme. After this the teacher pursued the
commendable course of reporting weekly through the P. 0. to the
parents the tardiness of their scholars. This brought most of the
delinquents in on time. A fair degree of order was sustained.
Instruction thorough and systematic.
Primary School—visited Jan. 13, and Feb. 1; Length of school
12 weeks; Number of scholars registered 35 ; Average number
about 26 ; Present at visits 25, 26; Teacher, Miss Alice A. Kim
ball ; taught one term before this; Order average. A little more
suavity will aid materially in obtaining complete success. A good
degree of progress was secured.

14

REPORT OF

DISTRICT NO. X.

(Partridge District.)

Samoel Bumfos, Agent.
School visited, June 3 and 1G; Number of scholars in the Dis
trict—; Number of scholars registered—; Average number in attendance—; Teacher, Miss Julia Gray; taught — terms before
this; School quiet and orderly. Scholars manifested a good inter
est in their studies. On the whole we should judge the school
profitable.
Winter Term—School visited Jan. 15 ; Length of school 8 1-2
weeks; Number of scholars registered 25 ; Average attendance
22; Present at visit 15 ; Teacher, Lyman G. Jordan—taught two
schools before this; Wages $20 per month; Board 81,25 per
week. This school numbers less than heretofore. Its manage
ment and progress are considered highly satisfactory.
DISTRICT NO. XI. (Stearns District.)
Hiram Chase, Agent.
School visited Dec. 11, and Jan. 27 ; Length of school, nine
weeks ; Whole number of scholars registered 17 ; Average atten
dance 14; Teacher Amanda M. Perham; Wages $8 per month;
Board 81,20 per week. Miss Perham is an experienced and suc
cessful teacher. She labored hard to keep a profitable school, and
it would have been so had it not been for a spirit of insubordina
tion that possessed a few of her largest boys, leading them to ne
glect their own duties and thereby interrupting the progress of
others. We trust it was more a sin of the head than of the heart,
and hope that they will fully appreciate and improve their priviliges
° in future.
•
DISTRICT NO. XII.

(Harbor District.)

Abner Benson, Agent,
School visited May 27, and Aug. 4 ; Length of sohool eleven
weeks; Whole number of scholars in the district, 45; Number of
scholars registered 33 ; Average attendance 28; Teacher, Lucin-
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da W. Barrows—taught three terms before this; Wages $9 per
month; Board $1,25 per week.
At our first visit we did not find this school as orderly as is de
sirable, but the teacher was making an effort to harmonize the dis
cordant elements, and at our final examination, we found she had
been successful. Good order prevailed, the instruction was thor
ough, and the school made good progress, especially the classes in
mental arithmetic. The teacher introduced singing, as one of the
exercises of the school, with a very happy effect.
Winter Term—Visited Dec. 16 and Feb. 9; Length of school,
ten weeks; Whole number of scholars registered, 50; Average
attendance 42 ; Teacher Seth Benson—taught ten winters before
this; Wages $26 per month, board $1 per week. Mr. Benson
has a large experience in teaching, and has always been successful,
never more so than in this school.
DISTRICT NO. XIII. (Tubbs District.)
Ezra Tubbs, Agent.
School visited twice. At last visit 10 scholars present; whole
number of scholars registered 10 ; Average in attendance 9; Miss
Josephine L. Boynton, teacher; Wages $8 per month; Board per
week $1,00. The school is considered quiet, orderly, pleasant
and profitable. There is evidently in this school, good material
for scholarship, and the present teacher is the right person to de
velop it.
DISTRICT NO. XIV.

(Mountain District.)

Julius A. Kino, Agent.
School visited Jan 12; Length of school 12 weeks; Number of
Scholars registered 12; Average attendance 7 ; Teacher Miss El
len E. Maxim—Taught five terms before this; Wages §8 per
month; Board per weel? $1,00. It is well for this district that
they secure so faithful and capable a teacher, otherwise the small
demands would meet with still smaller returns. The acquirements
of this school in History and Geography, attest that the spare mo
ments were not wasted.
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DISTRICT NO. XV.

(Whittemore District.)

Whitmore W. Bowker, Agent.
Summer Term—Visited school June 17; Length of school 8
weeks; Number registered, 16; Average 12; Wages — per
month ; Board — per week. Teacher—Miss Helen D. Parris;
First school. This school gave general satisfaction. The scholars
were small and great progress could not be expected.
Winter Term—School visited Jan. 12 th. and 26th; Length of
school 8 1-2 weeks ; Number registered, 21; Average 19 ; Present
at the visits, 19 and 16. Teacher—Francis Woodbury; First
school; Wages $16 per month; Board per week, $1,50. This
school was not so profitable as could be wished. Outside influ
ences, loafers, &c., were sufficient to counteract the best efforts of
any teacher. The school appeared very fair and is in many re
spects creditable to the teacher.
DISTRICT NO. XVI.

(Tuell District.)

Horatio Bradford, Agent.
School visited June 10, and Aug. 6; Length of school 11 weeks;
Whole number of scholars in the district 46; Number registered,
26 ; Average attendance, 24 ; Teacher, Louise D. Daniels; taught
one term before this ; Wages per month $7 ; Board $1 per week.
This school appeared well when visited. Good order prevailed,
and at the final examination, the school gave evidence of satisfac
tory attainments.
Winter Term—School visited Dec. 21 and Feb. 11; Length of
school, 11 weeks; Whole number of scholars registered, 35 ; Av
erage attendance 28 ; Teacher, Melville D. Faunce; Wages $22
per month; Board $1,67 per week. School successful. The
teacher’s manner was quiet and energetic, commanding the respect
and obedience of his pupils. The final examination was creditable
to teacher and scholars. It showed that they had striven together
for a good school, and had attained their object.

’
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(Forbes District)

George W. Washburn, Agent.
School visited June 16, and Aug. 5 ; Length of school, eleven
weeks; whole number of scholars in the district 43; whole num
ber attending school, 25 ; Average attendance 20 ; Teacher, Jen
nie M. Bisbee; Taught one school before this; Wages $7 per
month; Board SI,30 per week. Miss Bisbee conducted this school
to the satisfaction of all concerned.
Winter Term—Visited Dec. 9 and Feb. 9 ; Length of school
lif teen weeks; Whole number of scholars registered 30 ; Average
attendance, 22 ; Teacher, Jennie M. Bisbee; Taught two terms
before this; Wages §12 a month; Board $1,75 per week. This
school made a very fair progress. The first class in Greenleaf’s
Mental Arithmetic went nearly through their book and solved the
problems by analysis; also a class in Greenleaf’s National, went
most through, and it appears had made thorough work of it. Some
of the smaller classes were not taught self reliance so much as is
desirable but were permitted to depend too much on the aid and
prompting of the teacher. The school was quiet and the scholars
atttentive and respectful.
DISTRICT NO XVIII. (Hollow District.)
John D. Briggs, Agent.
Summer Term—Visited May 29 and June 16; Length of school
11 weeks; Number of scholars registered 25 ; Average attendance
184; Teacher, ZelindaL. Hussey; taught 11 terms before this;
wages $8 per month; Board $1 per week. The teacher com
plained of the absence of scholars attributing it in part to the want
of help “ on the farms,” and partly on account of the reprehensi
ble negligence of the heads of one or two families. The school ap
peared well and sustained the good reputation of the previous year.
Winter term—School visited Dec. 31 and Feb. 2; Length of
school 8 weeks; Number of scholars in district, 46; Number reg
istered 34; Average attendance 25 ; Teacher, Loraine F. Willis;
First school; Wages $17 per month; Board $1,70 per week.
This school at the closing examination gave evidence of consider-
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able progress. Mental Arithmetic received considerable attention,
and we commend this as a step in the right direction. Exercises
in Grammar were very creditable to all concerned.
SCHOOL HOUSES.
Much has been said in years past by school committees on the
subject of school houses, and we think not without effect, for a de
cided improvement has taken place in those structures within the
last ten years, principally no doubt by the good sense and liberali
ty of the inhabitants of the several districts, but how much their
minds have been stirred up to good works by the suggestion of the
committees we leave them to judge. We would that it were un
necessary to say more on this subject, but as long as a dilapidated,
inconvenient, ill constructed school house remains, the committee
feel it their duty to give such structures a passing notice, hoping
the districts whose school houses are not what they should be, will
immediately consult their own interest, reputation, and the public
good and do their duty in the matter, so that the eighteen school
houses in this town shall be adapted to the wants of each district,
and an honor to the inhabitants.
District No. 12 have made a great improvement in the interior
of their house by expending about $50, in putting in new seats
and benches, thereby making the room very convenient and com
fortable. No. 7, 11, and 17 need not expect to have their schools
so profitable as they might and ought to be till they improve their
school houses. We need not point out the imperfections of these
structures, for any one can see that they are the predominant char
acteristics. Some of them have no redeeming qualities, except it
may be ventilation.
These people know their needs and we hope they will not force
us to speak of their old school houses again this side of the land
of Nod.
The school house in No. 6, although recently built, and quite
convenient is too limited for those now attending school, and a
sight of the score or more of little ones in the street that will soon
demand a scat there, suggests the necessity of some change in the
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accommodations of the house. As the district contains a thriving
village it will always have a large school, too largo for one teach
er. We think they can do no better than to make an addition to
their house, grade the school and employ two teachers. Wc leave
this to the good sense-of the district.
HABITS THAT AFFECT OUR SCHOOLS.
There is a certain practice that is creeping into our schools to
which we reluctantly refer,—the use of tobacco. It will be asked
“ What has tobacco to do with the schools of Paris ?” We will
suppose a case. The boys if they happen to be In season to the
school house, light their pipes and have a smoke; at recess a whiff
or two is very agreeable; at noon they indulge in a “ grand so
cial smoke,” so grand it is difficult to decide whether you are in a
school room or bar room; at recess “ my meerschaum ” is again
brought into requisition ; and last but not least the lessons can be
conned much better over a good quid, and as a result the alleys
become slippery with--------- call it by the most agreeable term in
Webster.
We are told “ there are other lessons to be learned at school,”
correct deportment, social duties, n-e-a-t-n-e-s-s. Oh! what neat
ness in this supposable case, supposable—does any one deny that
we have supposed a fact,—and will any one say that all this has
nothing to do with the schools of Paris ?
Again here is a little chubby cheeked fellow who perhaps has
spent hours chewing the weed in order to see if he could make as
beautiful a “ splatter ” on the snow as Mr. So and So. “ Well
my little fellow what are you chewing!” “ Tobacco, sir.” De
mand his quid and you fire his southern heart, outrage his dignity
and rob him of his manhood. His father intimates that it is none
of your business, and forsooth the little urchin thinks it a divine
institution. Here is a little fellow in the same seat “ chawing
gum.” This little scamp must put his quid in the stove because it
is not--------- constitutional.
Now if this practice I is allowable in the school room, what is
there that ought to be prohibited ? Public sentiment must answer
the question.

20

REPORT OE

We desire no penal enactments, no edicts of King James the
first or his successor Charles, of Queen Elizabeth, or the statutes of
Shah Abbas of Persia, or the bulls of Pope Urban VIII, and of
Pope Innocent XII, who excommunicated all snuff takers, who de
filed St. Peters. But we do ask the consideration of all parents
in behalf of the school room. We envy no man his social smoke,
or a ruminating joy, but is it of no importance that the place that
has made New England what she is in intelligence and refinement,
should be kept inviolate ? Is it of no importance that our children
refrain from contracting habits to which they must ever after be
the slave ? Can the most casual observer fail to notice that the
use of tobacco among the young is rapidly increasing ? It is con
tributing to the revenue but is it not at too great a cost ?
We hazzard the estimate that Tobacco has cost this town more
money than the gigantic rebellion, and the use of alcoholic stimu
lants and nostrums more lives than all the wars in which we have
engaged; yet there are some who profess a holy horror of the car
nage and bloodshed of to-day, while they shut their eyes to the de
vastation and ruin going on in our midst. We quote from the Re
port of Insane Hospital without comment:
“ No error in life is go fruitful of evil to mind and body as the
free indulgence of these two great classes of nature’s productions,
alcoholic stimulants and narcotics. That they are deleterious all
are ready to admit, but all are not willing to reform from their use.
The right is known, hut the wrong pursued. Insanity is produced
by a combination of causes and we believe that the popular nar
cotics so liberally indulged in at the present day play an impor
tant part in the great work of mental destruction going on about
us. They certainly impair the hysical functions—they weaken the
vital forces of the body and render it less impregnable and less re
sistive to the attacks of disease thereby paving the way to insanity.
It is not unfrequent to find users of tobacco uniting with it the
use of alcoholic liquors, making a battery of no ordinary power
which will rapidly reduce the most formidable breast-work of nerve
formation and hurl from the very citadel of man, all that makes
him noble and God-like.”
In concluding this report we remark briefly that it has not been
our purpose to say quaint things in a quaint way as a mere diver-
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sion, but as in duty bound, to set forth, as our limits and observa
tion permit, the general character of all our schools. Being obli
ged to furnish the Printer with copy before our schools have all
closed, will account for some, of the noticable defects. And there
are many minor details pertaining to them, to which, space forbids
us to refer; and other points, as regards the teachers, better not
be said. We do not desire to extol too highly, or to deal in undue
censure, for there are many circumstances connected with all
schools that determine in a great degree their success or failure,
aside from the merit or demerit of the teacher. And in addition,
we deem that we are not overstepping the bounds of duty, to com
ment on -whatever pertains to the school-room or the best interest
of schools. We set down nought in malice nor refer to any prac
tice “ to paint a moral or adorn a tale,” but only as it affects a
common interest in the education of our children.
We think that the schools of this year have been quite success
ful. The agents have generally been very fortunate in the selec
tion of teachers. The teachers have our thanks for the interest
and devotion with which they have discharged their duties; we
have found but little to condemn and much to commend in their
schools, and they may feel assured that wherever they may engage
in their calling our best wishes will go with them.
To such pupils as feel conscious that they have improved their
opportunities to the best advantage, we will say let the past be but
a precursor of the future, till you go forth living monuments of
praise of our school system. And to such as have neglected their
daties wc say let the past suffice and the future prove your deter
mination to redeem the time that it may not be said that you were
a hindrance to the progress of the school by misimproving your
golden opportunities for improvement. Let no foul nor profane
word escape your lips. Build up a character that shall be an or
nament to yourselves, an honor to your teachers, a satisfaction to
your parents and friends, and a blessing to society. Finally, we
entreat parents to give their whole influence in aid of the common
school, for it is the bulwark of our republican institutions, the
hope of our country.
C. RUSSELL,
School
S. P. MAXIM,
Committee.
T. IlERSEY,
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